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Selsey Community Diary 

Selsey Community Forum maintains a 
community diary of forthcoming events and 

activity groups in the town. The diary is useful 
not only for finding out 'What's On', but can 

also be helpful in avoiding clashes with other 
future events. You can consult the diary and 

enter details of your event or activity at  
www.selseycommunityforum.uk or by visiting 

the Selsey Care Shop, 121 High Street.

 Almost all the items in the diary, particularly 
the repeat ones, have been disrupted by the 
Covid-19 Lockdown. The diary has therefore 

been cleared of such entries and, although we 
live in uncertain times, we ask that new entries 

are restricted to those likely to take place.
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Sudoku No 10   

 - For beginners, put each of the 
   numbers 1-9 in each row, column
   and 3x3 box.
 -  Look for a square that has all the other
   numbers except one in its row, column
   or 3x3 square – that's the number!
 - Every time you enter a number, see
    what effect it's had on other squares.  
 - Don't guess!  Answer in next edition. 

Solution to Sudoku No 9

East Beach Church

If you have access to the internet, you 
might wish to know that East Beach 

Church streams services on YouTube; 
search for East Beach Church Selsey.

You can find out more at: www.selseycommunityforum.uk, Facebook: Selsey Community Forum. 
Email us at: mail@selseycommunityforum.uk or telephone 01243 201616.

Selsey First Responders

At the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Selsey Community First Responders were 
stood down by the ambulance authority. 

When they had been equipped with 
suitable Personal Protection Equipment 
they were able to respond to immediate 
cases such as cardiac arrest. However, 

they have now been authorised to respond 
to urgent, serious and immediate calls.

Community Christmas Lunch

Unfortunately, the current Covid-19 
regulations mean that it will not be possible 
to hold the Selsey Community Christmas 
Lunch as usual. Instead, Christmas lunch 
and gifts will be delivered by volunteers to 

individuals in their own homes. 

The number of meals will be limited, so if 
you will be on your own with no plans for 

Christmas Dinner, then make a booking by 
visiting the Selsey Care Shop, 121 High 

Street or telephone 01243201616 to book.

Chichester Citizens Advice

For those unable to access their services 
online, Chichester Citizens Advice has now 

reopened with a limited face-to-face 
appointment service on Tuesdays & Fridays 

from 10am until 4pm. The service is by 
appointment only and can be booked by 

telephoning 01243 964044. Those attending 
will need a face covering and be required to 
observe other Covid-19 safety measures.

Electric Blankets

Electric blankets are a great, cost-effective 
way to keep warm and cosy – and winter is 

coming! It is important to use them with care.
DO: read the manufacturers instructions 

before use; do regularly carry out a visual 
check of the blanket to ensure it is intact, with 

no visible signs of damage; do unplug the 
blanket before getting into bed, unless it has a 

thermostat control for safe all-night use.
DO NOT: use an electric blanket with 

air flow pressure relief mattress or use 
emollient creams; do not use or switch on a 

wet blanket; do not touch the blanket with wet 
hands or feet; do not use the blanket while it 
is still folded, rucked or creased; do not use 

the blanket if the wires are visible or
poking through the fabric. 

Electric blankets should be replaced at least 
every ten years. Keep blankets flat or rolled 

up when stored. Under-blankets can be 
unplugged and left in place on the

mattress all year round

Ferry Farm Grant

Selsey Community Forum is most grateful to 
the Ferry Farm Community Solar Project for
a crisis funding grant of £3,230 for Selsey 
Wellbeing Services in dealing with mental 

health and other problems arising from
Covid-19 restrictions. The money is helping

to fund the counselling, psychological
support and bereavement support being 
provided through the Selsey Care Shop,

121 High Street, telephone 01243 201616,

Scam Corner

There are continuing warnings that, with crack-
downs on internet scams, fraudsters are returning

to telephone scams. Be very cautious if you receive 
unsolicited calls with requests for your personal or 

financial information. Just because someone knows 
your basic details (such as your name and contact 

details), it doesn’t mean they are genuine. 
Legitimate organisations won't ask you to pay taxes 
or bills - if you’re contacted by anyone that asks you 

to do this, it's almost certainly a scam. Don’t be 
rushed or pressured into making a decision – no 

genuine bank or other legitimate organisation would 
force you to make a financial decision on the spot.  

 Selsey Community Forum 

To ensure that Selsey Community Forum
can continue to provide Covid-safe 

accommodation for its staff and visitors
in the Selsey Care Shop, additional 

accommodation has been made available in 
East Street so that the remaining staff no longer 
have to work from home. The newly-decorated 

and equipped premises will be used for a 
variety of administrative functions.

http://www.selseycommunityforum.uk/
http://www.selseycommunityforum.uk/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTcuMjcyNTg4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb25kb24tZmlyZS5nb3YudWsvc2FmZXR5L2NhcmVycy1hbmQtc3VwcG9ydC13b3JrZXJzL3NwZWNpYWxpc3QtaGVhbHRoLWVxdWlwbWVudC8ifQ.0UwctOfjBB9Yq1Plw0qKrzc6eNMeIpRn99RXC-H2cr8%2Fs%2F1250833315%2Fbr%2F85054106525-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5828fdd42acc47f82c5608d85af8bd1d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637359371660181055&sdata=kk8j8y0SowaDL%2BIOJuaHjWmsqHsZjl22jorV5E35gvQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTcuMjcyNTg4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb25kb24tZmlyZS5nb3YudWsvc2FmZXR5L2NhcmVycy1hbmQtc3VwcG9ydC13b3JrZXJzL2Vtb2xsaWVudC1jcmVhbXMvIn0.t4FqbF2uRF1hiKrmi83AcR_HWpTFwysWPGhJruIJvD0%2Fs%2F1250833315%2Fbr%2F85054106525-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5828fdd42acc47f82c5608d85af8bd1d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637359371660191065&sdata=3JYcdTxvKSJ4Kz%2BEu0UTdMBHJ48aYzjHsDWr%2B9fnip0%3D&reserved=0


 

The Selsey Tram
Local businessmen were behind the formation in 

1897 of the Hundred of Manhood & Selsey 
Tramways Company Ltd, better known today as the 
Selsey Tram.  H F Stephens, who later became a 

Lieutenant Colonel during the Great War and is now 
known as 'Colonel Stephens', was appointed as
the engineer to design the line and supervise its 
construction. A tramway was chosen because, 
although it was a standard British rail gauge,

it was not encumbered by the safety regulations

the famous Pullinger mousetraps which were 
manufactured in Selsey and sent to all parts of the 

Empire. Prior to the building of the railway, heavier goods 
took most of the day to be transported by horse and cart 
on the meandering road between Selsey and Chichester.

At its peak just after the Great War, the railway carried 
102,000 passengers a year as Selsey was rapidly 

becoming a popular seaside destination of peace and 
tranquillity. However as with many other railways, 

passenger figures rapidly declined when bus services 
were introduced. As the line had been built very cheaply, 
its route was often out of the way, whereas buses had the 

advantage of running to time and going where people 
wished to travel. Increasing use of lorries also witnessed 
the decline of freight traffic. Attempts were made to save 
money with the introduction of petrol railcars, based on 

Model T Fords, but these were also noisy and 
uncomfortable for passengers. By 1935 the railway was
in a rapid state of decline and, with dwindling passenger 

figures, the line was closed in January 1935. There
are now very few remains of the Selsey Tramway but, 
although it did not have not the happiest of histories, it
is today, at least by some, still thought of with affection.

(such as they were) which applied to railways. For instance, the line had no signals and the 
level crossings needed no gates or gatekeepers – it relied solely on warning signs and alert 

engine drivers. Much of the track was laid straight onto bare ground with no bed to support it - 
where one was laid, it consisted largely of beach shingle. In short, no potential saving was 

ignored!  Not surprisingly, some came to believe that the tramway was the noisiest and most 
rickety railway in England; it became known as the Bumpety Bump.  Initially operated with 
mainly second-hand steam engines, but with some new passenger carriages, the Selsey 

Tram ran between Chichester and Selsey, eventually with eleven halts and stations 
constructed from timber and corrugated iron sheets, including 'private' ones for the Golf Club 

and Hoe Farm. Because the tramway was built with no formal Parliamentary order, it had
no compulsory powers for purchasing land and hence made some inconvenient detours
by skirting the fields of those who did not wish to give up their land to this new venture.

Even so, construction of the 7-mile line and its stations cost only £21,000. The rolling stock,
a collection of new, second and third–hand carriages and trucks, cost £3,268.

On 27th August 1897, the engine ‘Chichester’ with 3 carriages departed from Chichester 
Station with its official guests (picture above). As a sign, perhaps, of things to come, its 

departure was an hour late!  It is said that the Selsey Tram never ran on time, but that can't 
possibly be true: there must have been some occasions in the next 38 years when a train

left and arrived on time! Perhaps not, though, because one of the problems with time-
keeping was that drivers carried a shotgun and would stop the train to go shooting rabbits

for their dinner. Punctuality was not improved by the service rendered to local farmers:
if the railway had passed over their land, then farmers had the right to travel on the tram

by simply flagging it down. Nobody could be sure when the train would arrive at the end of
its journey - especially with cows straying onto the unfenced line and the train waiting

while they were rounded up! There were lots of minor mishaps along the way, but in 1910,
a fierce storm flooded 2,000 acres of land as well as the track north of Ferry Bend and the 

company, relatively wealthy at the time, raised the level of the track by about ten feet -
the raised embankment can still be seen near the entrance to RSPB Pagham Harbour.

In 1923, the 8:15am train to Chichester 
derailed near Golf Club Halt, killing the 

fireman; the inquest returned a verdict of 
accidental death, but the jury expressed 
the opinion that there was 'evidence of 

neglect in the upkeep of the track'. 
Nevertheless the railway contributed to 

the development of the Selsey 
peninsular with the promotion of 

agriculture in this fertile region, not to 
mention the importance of rail transport 
of coal, shell fish, building materials and 

Message from Selsey Medical Practice

Selsey Medical Practice continue to work hard to ensure a service for the community. We are 
grateful for amazing support from some of our patients but we appreciate that the situation 
has not been easy for anyone and we would like to thank all our patients for their continued 

understanding and support.  COVID-19 has forced rapid changes which the government
had been encouraging us to adopt for some time: eConsultations, telephone triage,

video consultations and electronic prescriptions. 

Appointments.  If you have a medical problem you will be added to a telephone consultation 
list with a clinician. It will be a clinical decision as to whether you need to be seen face-to- 

face or whether your problem can be dealt with by telephone. If possible, your clinician may 
try to arrange a video consultation. We are still asking patients to telephone us and not come 

to the building unless they have an appointment or have been requested to do so. We do 
recognise that the situation has meant that our phone lines are busier and we understand 

that this may cause some frustration. We are seeking to improve our telephone system
but, if you have access to the internet, please use the new eConsultation system at: 
https://selseymedicalpractice.webgp.com where you can also find lots of information

and advice. If you need non-urgent care at any time, you can call 111. 

COVID-19 Tests.  Unfortunately, we are not currently a COVID-19 testing centre -
if you have symptoms and need a test you should call 119. 

Flu Vaccinations. This year, it is more than ever important that you have a flu vaccination. 
You are eligible if you will be aged 65 before 31st March 2021 or under 65 but in an “at risk” 
group. Please call 01243 608201 for more information or an appointment. If you are over the 
age of 65 you are also eligible for a pneumonia vaccination and might be eligible for a one-off 

Shingles vaccination. If you are concerned about having a vaccination or would like more 
information then please let us know, we can arrange a telephone conversation with

one of our nursing team who would be happy to discuss it with you. 


