
3 6 7

8 4 1 6

4 6 5

9 1 4

7 2 8 3

9 4 3 8

3 2 7 1

4 6 8

2 5 1 6

5 4 3 7 9 2 8 6 1

6 9 2 1 5 8 3 7 4

1 7 8 6 4 3 5 2 9

2 6 9 8 3 1 7 4 5

7 5 1 4 6 9 2 3 8

8 3 4 5 2 7 1 9 6

4 1 6 2 7 5 9 8 3

9 2 5 3 8 4 6 1 7

3 8 7 9 1 6 4 5 2

.

     - in partnership with the wider Manhood Peninsula

You can find out more at: www.selseycommunityforum.uk, Facebook: Selsey Community Forum. 
Email us at: mail@selseycommunityforum.uk or telephone 01243 201616.

Sudoku No 4   

- For beginners, put each of the numbers
  1-9 in each row, column and 3x3 box.
-  Look for a square that has all the other
   numbers except one in its row, column
   or 3x3 square – that's the number!
-  Every time you enter a number, see
   what effect it's had on other squares.  
-  Don't guess!  

Answer in next edition.        

Solution to Sudoku No 3

East Beach Church

If you have access to the internet, you might wish to 
know that East Beach Church streams services or
other items of interest at 10am and 7pm each day

  on YouTube; search for East Beach Church Selsey.
The church is conscious that many people do not have 
internet access. For this reason, the Sunday Service, 

Songs of Praise and another broadcast are being 
offered on DVDs each week. If you would like to 

receive a copy, contact Richard on 07771 914277.

Lending Library

A Selsey Covid-19 Mutual Aid Lending Library 
has been set up in accommodation provided 

by Selsey Town Council. The library is stocked 
with books, DVDs and jigsaw puzzles which 

are all quarantined and sterilised before being 
lent out. All items are delivered and collected 
by using the Buddy System. If you would like 
a loan, or to know more, please ring Chris on 
07979 224829 or Louise on 07984 573744. 

Seal Island Wools 
While the shop is closed, Seal Island Wools is 
providing a local home delivery service for yarn 
and haberdashery on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Leave your request on the answerphone on 
01243 606837 or pop a note (remember to 

include your phone number) through the shop 
letterbox and they will contact you.

Thanks to Selsey cartoonist Brian Willoughby-McRae

Selsey Covid-19 Mutual Aid
Selsey Covid-19 Mutual Aid continues to 

alleviate some of the many problems 
created by the current lockdown. Local 

organisations and the town's newly-
introduced Buddy System continue working 
together to provide help to those who are 
experiencing problems. This project now 
makes contact with local residents nearly 

2,000 times each week to arrange 
shopping, collect prescriptions, deliver 

food, distribute Senior Selsey News and 
information leaflets, make supportive 

phone calls and address other matters
that arise. Selsey Care Shop continues

to provide by telephone some of its
normal Wellbeing And Money Support 

services, including 'It's OK not to be OK' 
and support for the bereaved, those in
debt and those needing counselling. 

If you live in Selsey, you should have 
received a green card introducing the 
Buddy for your area; if not, and you
have any problems arising from the

current lockdown, you can ring 01243 
201616 between 9am and 3pm every

day for assistance (there is an 
answerphone outside those hours).
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Councils Support Communities
It is not only Selsey Covid 19 Mutual Aid that

is helping to support the local community; 
Chichester and West Sussex Councils are

both there to help and advise those in need.

Like the Selsey Care Shop, Chichester District 
Council is offering support to the vulnerable.
It can also advise on Council Tax, Benefits, 

Housing, Homelessness, supporting businesses 
and collecting rubbish. Ring 01243 785166.

Chichester District Council, in partnership with 
West Sussex County Council, have formed a 
Community Hub to support those most at risk. 

You can contact the hub if you, or someone you 
know, need help. The hub is available every

day from 8am to 8pm on 033 022 27980.

Again like the Selsey Care Shop, Chichester 
Wellbeing can offer telephone appointments for 
advice about a range of wellbeing issues which 

might be affecting you or your loved ones. 
Contact them on 01243 521041.

If you can go online, find out more by searching 
for Chichester District Council and WSCC. 

Mental Health Reminder

During the current lockdown, it is vital to look after your mental health. Get Dressed – helps 
to feel more productive. Eat Healthily – try a variety of foods and new recipes. Get Fresh Air 

– even if you can't get out for a walk, stay by an open window. Be Creative – try new 
activities or bring back old ones. Stay Connected - even if you can't video chat,

just ring your family and friends. We're all in this together!

Senior Selsey News is published by Selsey Community Forum (Registered Charity No 1156460)

Selsey Covid-19 Mutual Aid delivered a patriotic 
cream tea to vulnerable older residents so they 

could celebrate the 75th VE anniversary.

The Selsey Covid-19 Mutual Aid project 
relies heavily on volunteers but does 

incur unavoidable expenses. Donations 
are most welcome, either by cheque 

payable to Selsey Community Forum and 
posted to the Selsey Care Shop,

121 High St or by bank transfer to Sort 
Code:  20-20-65, Account: 83970701. 

Thank you for your help.

http://www.selseycommunityforum.uk/


'Old Selsey'
The name 'Selsey' was first recorded by Bede in his account of the conversion of the South 

Saxons to Christianity by Wilfrid, the exiled Bishop of York, who arrived here about 680 AD -   
Selsey has a long history!  It is said that Wilfrid was instrumental in teaching local people

the art of net fishing but there is evidence of much earlier Bronze Age fishing activity.

Selsey became an important religious centre when Wilfrid established his monastery and 
cathedral here on land granted by the king of the Saxons in 683AD, much of which has now 
been lost to the sea.  Selsey remained important until 1087, when the seat of the bishop was 
moved to Chichester.  From the 11th century onwards, Selsey therefore lost its importance as 

a religious centre and agriculture and fishing became the principal activities.

In the early 19th century a settled community began to develop along what were then East 
Road and Fish Lane (now East Street and Albion Road).  The pattern of development along 

these roads is particularly distinctive with tightly-knit small cottages on shallow plots with 
almost no garden areas, apart from some shared courtyard spaces, suggestive of a 

community that relied on the sea rather than the land. The settled community was notorious 
for smuggling and, today, there are reminders of the prominent part that the local activities 

have played: Fisherman's Walk, Fisher's Cottage in Albion Road and Smuggler's Cottage in 
East Street. The area slowly developed into a bustling fishing village and fish shops were set 
up on the beach – they were tarred huts, some thatched and others with just wooded boards 
as roofs, in which fishermen also kept their equipment. It is worth remembering that, because 

of coastal erosion, the beach today is hundreds of yards further inland than it was then.  
Fishing continued to be important for the local economy and the 1841 census showed twelve 

out of twenty men living in Fish Lane were fishermen and a large proportion of the
entire male population of Selsey earned a living from the sea.

Before the introduction of the first lifeboat station in Selsey in 1861, fishermen supplemented 
their income by operating large galley boats with 22 oars which would go to the aid of 

damaged and stranded boats. They continued to operate even after the lifeboat arrived and 
would go out to sea at the same time and bargain 

  with the captain of the damaged or stranded vessel 
   and agree a cost for piloting them to a safe harbour. 
  In 1882 two galleys were recorded named 'Rescue' 
and 'Friend'. This activity continued until the 1930s 
 when the Galley Cooperative was disbanded.

         It is perhaps not surprising that many of the 
                 fishermen who lived in Old Selsey volunteered for

    The Royal Navy in the First World War (although 
    many also joined the Army) – sadly, many of 
    them died and 'Old Selsey' suffered far more
    than its 'fair' share of casualties.  

Although the place name 'Selsey' has existed since Saxon times, there is no 
evidence to suggest that 'Selsey Bill' is  particularly old.  A 1698 survey of the 
area mentioned 'Selsey Island' but not 'Selsey Bill'. The placename does not 

appear to have been used before the early 18th century when it started to appear 
on maps - the earliest printed reference was to 'Selsey-bill'. Popular references to 
Selsey Bill include the song 'Saturday's Kids' by The Jam: 'Save up their money 

for a holiday to Selsey Bill', or  the Madness song 'Driving my Car':
 'I drive up to Muswell Hill, I've even been to Selsey Bill.'  

A Glimpse of Selsey in World War 1

You might know that Selsey has a rare World War 1 concrete sound 
mirror (an extremely simple forerunner of radar) which was used to 

detect the noise from Zeppelin engines as they approached from over 
the sea. Edward Heron- Allen recalled one such event: 'Last night at 
11.30pm a Zeppelin passed over Selsey on its way to Portsmouth, 

where it dropped several bombs, and then turned off unmolested and 
disappeared to the north. When  I bought ‘Large Acres’ [at Selsey] and 
built my house I used to say that I had chosen the one spot in England 

which would be most exposed to German attack, seeing that we 
command the Solent and the approaches to Southampton and 

Portsmouth. People used to laugh with me and at me – especially our 
German governess. I have had good reason to remember this grim 

jocularity since August 1914, and never more so than last night.

I later heard that a bomb had fallen between two of our big battleships in Portsmouth 
harbour.  We have been told by quite trustworthy witnesses that a regular system of light 

signals has been observed on the landward side, from a house close to the shore at Selsey, 
but the local police and coast guards pooh-pooh the whole affair, and simply refuse to take 

any action. I hope that after last night’s experience the matter will be taken out of their
hands by a higher authority and that something will be done to rid Selsey of its spies.'

 'I was eleven when I first came to Selsey. We lived far from the sea, so a day trip 
to Selsey was the most exciting thing I could imagine. Our dog and I raced down 
the pebble beach, splashed through the water and jumped over a groyne. That's 
when it ended - I spent the rest of the day in hospital having my leg plastered!  I 
was so disappointed, I still can't believe I came to live here – but I'm glad I did!'   

1950's Seaside Holiday

'I remember our weeks with Great Aunt Nellie very well. She 
lived a stone's throw from the Beach at Selsey Bill. It was an 

old semi with, I guess, two bedrooms and a small garden which 
backed on to a field with donkeys.  At that time we didn't have a 

car but my Grandparents did, so that meant the trip from 
Sevenoaks to Selsey was quite crowded; Grandma, Grandpa, 
Mother, my sister and myself - our Father stayed at home. With 
suitcases and everything else, I don't know how we managed!
The drive of about 90 miles took the best part of the day. Although Grandpa's car was a good 

one, with us lot plus baggage it needed a break every 20 miles or so. At every stop the 
bonnet would come up and Grandpa would go round the engine watching and listening, 

checking the water and so on. For us it was mainly a beach holiday with day trips to 
Portsmouth and Bognor Regis plus half days in the small harbour villages of Bosham and 
Itchenor.  A favourite part was the daily early morning walk to the newsagents – as well as 

sweets, they sold buckets and spades!  We all spent some very happy days in Selsey.'

Selsey
Bill

Selsey, Smugglers, Holidays, Zeppelins and Spies
By way of respite from Covid-19, these two pages are dedicated to Selsey with a

number of pieces that have appeared in Senior Selsey News over the last 5 years.

Day
Trip to 
Selsey

Granny's Off Her Rocker

In the dim and distant past,
life did not move on so fast.
Granny used to rock and knit -
crochet, smoke and baby-sit.

When the kids were in a jam,
they could always count on Gran.
But today she's in the gym -
exercising to keep slim.

She's on the net, mailing friends,
no-one knows where this all ends,
nothing seems to stop or shock her
now that Granny's off her rocker.

These three cottages in 'Old Selsey' 
were originally built as six homes.


